

CITY OF AUBURN

CITY COUNCIL

BUSINESS MEETING in Council Chambers

FOR

October 5, 2017  
Present:
Mayor :

Linda Blechinger


Council Member:
Peggy Langley





Council Member:
Bob Vogel





Council Member:
Bill Ackworth





Council Member:
Jay Riemenschneider

City Staff in Attendance:
City Administrator Ron Griffith, Joyce Brown, Chief Moulder, Alex Mitchem, Dan Pruehs, Jay Miller, Sgt. Pharr, Julie Shuman, Officer West, Officer Evans, Sgt. Scott, Lt. Patterson, Officer Willis, Wanda Weaver, Iris Akridge, Joe Moravec, Michelle Walker, Jack Wilson
Mayor Blechinger called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Pastor Westberg gave the invocation.




Pastor Westberg led the pledge to the flag.

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to amend the agenda to add “Employee Health Insurance.
Motion:  Made by Council Member Langley to amend the agenda to add “Employee Health Insurance.  

Seconded:  
By Council Member Riemenschneider.  
Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  

Item:  Public Hearing for the Auburn-Barrow County Millage Rate 

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to open the Public Hearing for the Auburn-Barrow County Millage Rate.  
Motion:  Made by Council Member Langley to open the Public Hearing for the Auburn-Barrow County Millage Rate.  
Seconded:  
By Council Member Vogel.  
Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  Public Hearing opened.
Joyce Brown presented.  
Mayor Blechinger asked for any comments in favor of approving the setting of the Millage Rate to 4.931 for the Barrow County Portion of the City of Auburn.  
None given

Mayor Blechinger asked for any comments opposing approving the setting of the Millage Rate to 4.931 for the Barrow County Portion of the City of Auburn.    
None given

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to close the Public Hearing.
Motion:  Made by Council Member Vogel to close the Public Hearing.
Seconded:  
By Council Member Riemenschneider.
Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  Public Hearing closed.
Item:  Public Hearing on the Harmony Grove Church Annexation 

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to open the Public Hearing on the Harmony Grove Church Annexation.   

Motion:  Made by Council Member Langley to open the Public Hearing on the Harmony Grove Church Annexation.    

Seconded:  
By Council Member Vogel.  
Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  Public Hearing opened.

Jay Miller presented.  

Mayor Blechinger asked for any comments in favor of approving the 1385 and 1393 Harmony Grove Church Annexation.    

None given

Mayor Blechinger asked for any comments opposing the 1385 and 1393 Harmony Grove Church Annexation.    

None given

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to close the Public Hearing.

Motion:  Made by Council Member Vogel to close the Public Hearing.

Seconded:  
By Council Member Ackworth.
Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  Public Hearing closed.
Item:  Public Hearing on the Annexation and Rezoning AG to R-100 Mt. Moriah at Cronic Town  

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to open the Public Hearing on the Annexation of and Rezoning of Parcel XX006-001-Mt. Moriah at Cronic Town.    

Motion:  Made by Council Member Riemenschneider to open the Public Hearing on the Annexation of and Rezoning of Parcel XX006-001-Mt. Moriah at Cronic Town.    

Seconded:  
By Council Member Ackworth.  
Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  Public Hearing opened.

Jay Miller presented.  

Mayor Blechinger asked for any comments in favor of approving the Annexation of Parcel XX006-001 – Mt. Moriah at Cronic Town Road and rezoning from AG to R-100.       

None given

Mayor Blechinger asked for any comments opposing approving the Annexation of Parcel XX006-001 – Mt. Moriah at Cronic Town Road and rezoning from AG to R-100.         

None given

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to close the Public Hearing.

Motion:  Made by Council Member Ackworth to close the Public Hearing.

Seconded:  
By Council Member Riemenschneider.
Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  Public Hearing closed.
Council Reports and Announcements

Council Member Riemenschneider stated that he visited the new Auburn Center and commented on the continuing progress that has been made-drywall going up, the stairwells, the HVAC going in, and the roof has been completed.  Said it looks very good.     
Mayor Blechinger thanked the Public Works Department and Police Department for their hard work during the storm (the high winds, the rain) and cleaning up after the storm.  “Thank you” for all that you endured during this time.     
Staff Reports

Copies of staff reports are located at the end of this document. Chief Moulder reported that CID Commander Lt. Hodge completed 60 hours of Chief Executive Training.  Chief gave an update on the Explorers Program.  The Explorers recently had an opportunity to experience training by Nurse Brown at Gwinnett Medical Center for the “Stop the Bleed” initiative which is a National initiative.  Iris Akridge reported that Public Works has been busy with grass cutting and cleanup from Hurricane Irma.  Iris announced that all Public Works personnel completed Flag Certification Training.  Jay Miller advised that he has been working with Jackson EMC and Georgia Power to update emergency map and contact numbers for the City’s emergency kit.  Jay also reported that Fall garden crops were planted in the Community Garden and have begun to sprout.  Alex Mitchem reported that great progress is being made at the Auburn Center:  Department of Corrections continues working on framing, sheetrock, plumbing, and electrical, the HVAC system is going in, and installation will begin later this month for the Sprinkler System.  Ron Griffith announced that the FY 2018 Approved Budget had been submitted to the state as required by Georgia Law.
The following staff reports were given:  Police Department - Chief Moulder, Library - Bel Outwater-Absent, Stormwater - Joe Moravec, Public Works - Iris Akridge, Parks & Leisure - Dan Pruehs, Community Development - Alex Mitchem, City Clerk - Joyce Brown, Administration - Ron Griffith
Item:
Citizen Comments on Agenda Items
Mayor Blechinger asked for any Citizens comments for items on tonight’s agenda.  

Michelle Garrett expressed her concern regarding the Mt. Moriah and Cronic Town Road issues.  Michelle stated that she has lived on Cronic Town Road for 15 years.  Michelle said that the speed limit on Cronic Town Road changes from 25 mph outside the city limits to 35 mph inside the city limits.  She feels that the entire road should be 25 mph inside and outside of the City.  She said that the road is very dangerous due to the road not being very wide and the speeders on Cronic Town Road.  She also expressed concern regarding increased traffic that will be due to the new development.  Said she is not opposed and welcomes new development, but feels that improvements will need to be made to the road and she does not want an entrance to the new development right in front of her house.  She highly recommends that the entrance to the new development be on Mt. Moriah and not Cronic Town Road.
Janice Gravely expressed her concerns regarding the Cronic Town Road issues.  She inquired about the plans for making improvements to Cronic Town Road.  She stated that there have been two accidents already, feels that there will be more.  She also feels that there would be better access for the new development off Mt. Moriah Road. 
Ms. Diane said she has lived at the corner of Cronic Town Road and Mt. Moriah for 52 years and expressed her concern for the condition of Cronic Town Road as well.  She agreed that the entrance to the new development should be on Mt. Moriah, not Cronic Town Road.
Mayor Blechinger affirmed that the City is aware of the condition of Cronic Town Road and that the City is working toward a solution for the road through working with County and with the help of LMIG funds.  Let them know that Public Works Director, Iris Akridge with keep them informed going forward.
Item:
Consent Agenda
Mayor Blechinger asked if any of the consent agenda items needed to be removed for further discussion.
None were given
Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to approve the Consent Agenda:

       September 7, 2017 – Business Meeting Minutes 
       September 21, 2017 – Workshop Meeting Minutes 
       October 4, 2017 – Joint Mayor and City Council and Downtown Development Authority Special

          Called Meeting 

       Annexation Harmony Grove Church 
       Annexation Mt. Moriah at Cronic Town Road 
       Auburn Center Replacement Glass and Door Bids 
       2017 Auburn-Barrow County Millage Rate 
       2018 LMIG Application  
       Track Loader Purchase 

       Pole Barn at Public Works 
       Water Quality Assessor Agreement 
       Gwinnett County Joint County/Cities 2017 SPLOST 
       Hayes and James Task 16 A Mining Permit Revisions 
Motion:
Made by Council Member Ackworth to approve the Consent Agenda. 

Seconded:
By Council Member Langley.        
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.   There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  
Item:
Employee Health Insurance    

Ron Griffith presented   

-to be voted on at the end of the meeting   

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to approve Ordinance #17-007 to amend the FY2018 Budget to increase the City’s portion of the employees’ insurance premium to 75.00% based on the 3-Year POS 80/60 – 500 Renewal Rate increase of 13.5% across the board for all plans.       

Motion:
Made by Council Member Ackworth to approve Ordinance #17-007 to amend the FY2018 Budget to increase the City’s portion of the employees’ insurance premium to 75.00% based on the 3-Year POS 80/60 – 500 Renewal Rate increase of 13.5% across the board for all plans.          

Seconded:
By Council Member Riemenschneider.        
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.   There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  

Citizen Comments:  Mayor Blechinger asked for any Citizens Comments.

None given
ADJOURN:  Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to adjourn.
Motion:  
Made by Council Member Langley to adjourn.
Seconded: 
 By Council Member Riemenschneider.
Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Read and approved this _________ Day of November 2017 
Attest:

___________________________________________________

Mayor Blechinger
MAYOR


Linda Blechinger





CITY CLERK


Joyce Brown


City Council


Peggy J. Langley


Robert L. Vogel, III


Bill Ackworth


Jay L. Riemenschneider
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